RCMP Long Service and Good Conduct Medals
Commanding Officer s Commendations

Presentation Ceremony
Bay St. George, Newfoundland
April 13, 2004



(Opening Remarks)

Ladies and Gentlemen:

GoodGood afternoon. As Master of CGood afternoon. As Master of CeremonGot

Ceremony, | would like to begin by introducing myself. lam ............

| would like tol would like to welcome youl would like to welcome you here today t
ofof the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and also the Barachois Brook

SearchSearch and RescueSearch and Rescue Team, and recognize their achievements
themthem with apthem with approprthem with appropriate awards and medals. \

display of interest by attending this ceremony.

LadiesLadies andLadies and Gentlemen, ILadies and Gentlemen, | would now ask yol

national anthem, O Canada .

O Canada is played (CD). (All O Canada is played (CD). (All members wearing headdress will salute O
the playing of O Canada .

Ladies and Gentlemen, please be seated.



TheThe first portion of our ceremony will be the presentation of Royal
CanadianCanadian Mounted Police Long Service and Good ConCanadian Mounte

Clasps.

LONG SERVICE MEDAL HIST ORY

The Long Service Medal was conceived in the mid-1920's by
Commissioner Starnes. In 1925, he proposed to the Minister in Charge
of the RCMP that an "officer decoration" should be awarded to officers
who had completed 25 years of commissioned service while a medal
was to be presented to other Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and

Constables upon completing 25 years of service.

Although the proposal received favourable consideration, Commissioner

Starnes retired in 1931 without realizing his proposal.
In 1932, Commissioner MacBrien reviewed the submission and
recommended that only one medal should be introduced, known as the

"Long Service Medal".

On March 6, 1934, King George V approved the institution of the medal
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described as the "Royal Canadian Mounted Police Long Service
Medal" to be awarded to Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and
Constables who have completed 20 years of service and are of

irreproachable character.

It is a circular medal of silver, 1% inches in diameter, with the Royal
Effigy on the obverse, while the reverse has the crest and motto of the
RCMP surrounded by the Legend, "For Long Service and Good

Conduct".

After 25 years of loyal service, a bronze clasp is added to the Medal; at

30 years - a silver clasp; and at 35 years - a gold clasp.

The RCMP Long Service and Good Conduct Medal is, in fact, the
oldest piece in the Canadian System of Awards and ranks well ahead of
many Decorations and Medals in the official order of precedence. It
holds the distinction of being the first Canadian Medal to ever be
awarded by our Country. This prestigious Medal is the only Canadian
Medal which is still awarded, not by the Government, but rather by the
Sovereign, Her Majesty the Queen of Canada. It is the model upon
which three Canadian Service Awards were created; namely, the Police

Exemplary Medal, the Fire Services Exemplary Medal and the
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Corrections Exemplary Services Medal.
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I now call upon Assistant Commissioner Lynch to come forward for the

medal presentation.

Sir!



THE FIRST RECIPIENT TODAY IS:

(When members name is announced heéeps out and assnes position;
summary is read; following summary name is called againemmber marches
forward, salutesand is preented Wwh medal/clap; handslake; photo)

(NOTE: All long servie awads are presnted in alphabetad order, grougd in
years of service categories, commenciitg 40 years, 35 years, 30, 25, and 20
years srvice)

Cpl. 3. J. Furlong

Cpl. Cpl. F Cpl. Furlong joined the F orce on July 4, 1973 . He ha
served served in Nova Sco tia and Newfoundland served in N ov
locations, locations, and is currently stat ioned at Bay St. George

District General Investigation Section.
HeHe is being present ed with his Silver  Clasp at He is beingp resen
recognit ion recognit ion of recognition of having completed 30 years of se

the Force.

Sir, Cpl. Furlong:
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Cpl. E. G. Hutch ings

Cpl. Cpl. Hutc hingsis originally from Corn erBrookan djoined
the the Force the Forceon July25 ™,1978. ,1978. He has served in \
the the Northwe st Tthe Northwest Terr the North west Ter ritori

currently stationed at Piccadilly.
He is being p resented with his Bronze Cl asp att hisHeis beingp r

inin reco in recogn in recognition of having completed 25 years of servi

with th e Force.

Sir, Cpl. H utch ings:
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Cst. D. V. Ma cLean

Cst. Cst. Mac Lean is a n ative of Cst. MacLean is a native o f Sydn
and and and joined t and joined th e Force on October 16 ™,
completion completion of Basic R  ecru completi on of Basic R ecrt
Newfoundland, Newfoundland, serving Newfoundland, s erving
current lycurrent ly pos current ly posted with th e Highway

Enforcement Team at Channel.
He is being present ed with his B ronze Clasp at Heis being p resen:

in in recognition of having co in recogn ition of h aving comp in re

with th e Force.

Sir, Cst. MacLean
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Sgt. H. S. Nip pard

Sgt. Sgt. Ni ppard is a na tive of Embree, NeSgt. Nippard is a native
joined joined t joined the Force joined th e Force onJu ly 30, 1974
recruit recruit trainin g he retu rned to N recruit training he r
Labrado Labrador, Labrador , serving at variou s location s and is

stationed at S tephenvil le, Bay St. George D istrict.
He is He is being Heis being p resented with his Bronze Cl asp att |
inin in recognition of havi ng completed twenty-five years in recc

service wi th the F orce.

Sir, Sgt. Nippard:
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Cpl. P. J. Sheen

Cpl. Cpl. Shee n joined the Force on Au gust8 ™, 1978. , 1978. , 19
completing completing Basic Re cruit Tra completing Basic Recrui
Newfoundland, Newfoundland, where he has served Newfoundla
locations . He is locations . Heis cur rently locations. Heiscu rrent

St. George District.

He is being presented wi th his Bronze Clasp He is being present e«
Inin recognition of h  aving completed 25y earin recognition of hav

with th e Force.

Sir, Cpl. Sh een:
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Cst. J. M. Deaves

Cst. Cst. Deaves is a nat ive of Cape St George, Por Cst. Deave s is
Newfoundland, Newfoundland, and joine d the Force on Janu  Ne
1982. 1982. She She has serve d ata She has served at a variety of post
Ottawa Ottawa and Newfoundland, and is curr Ottawa and Newf
Channel-Port Channel-Port aux Basques Channel-P ort aux B asqu

District.

She She i She is She is being pres ented with her Long Service Med
this thisti mein thistimein recogniti onofhavin gcomplete dtwenty

of servic e withth e Force.

Sir, Cst. Deaves:
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Thank-you Assistant Commissioner Lynch.
(The CO shouldasume his seait this point)

The decision to present a person with a Commanding Officer s
Commendation is not taken lightly and is given serious consideration
and deliberation by several people, along with our Honours and Awards

Advisory Committee, prior to the decision being made.

The Commander's Commendation for Bravery may be awarded to
civilian for providing assistance or demonstrated courage or bravery in
the face of very dangerous circumstances which gave rise to the

potential for grievous harm, bodily injury or death.
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On February 7, 2004, at 8:50 p.m., the Bay St. George RCMP received a
complaint regarding three missing persons in the Stephenville Crossing
area. Three young men, had been snowmobiling across the bay ice in a
blinding snowstorm when their snowmaobiles became bogged in slush
and sank. Because they had turned and the visibility at this point was so
poor, they were unable to return the way they came. The men stood on
their skidoos and used a cellphone to make an urgent call for assistance.

Barry NASH, the co-ordinator for the Barachois Brook Search and
Rescue Team, mobilized his group to begin a search for the men. Local
volunteer firefighters also attended to assist in the search.

Because of the weather conditions - more than a foot of snow fell in just
a few hours - the darkness, and the search conditions, snowmobiles and
quads were useless in this situation. The Search and Rescue group had
anticipated the possibility of such a search however, and were able to
utilize a small 2-person hovercraft they had on hand.

The hovercraft was operated by Pat MCCARTHY, a SAR Team
member. McCARTHY headed out across the ice in the hovercraft
followed by volunteer firefighter Peter HALL on a snowmachine. Once
they arrived at the line of trees in the ice HALL abandoned his
snowmachine and accompanied McCARTHY in the hovercraft.
Together they headed out into the slush. Visibility was zero, despite the
efforts of SAR Team members who were attempting to illuminate the
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area with flares.

The first pass with the hovercraft was fruitless. On the second pass of
the grid search McCARTHY thought he saw what appeared to be a
shadow through the blinding snow and decided to check it out. It was
there that the three missing men were located, standing on the backs of
their sunken skidoos, up to their waists in the icy slush, and it was later
discovered, only fifteen feet from open water.

Because there was only room for two people aboard the hovercraft,
HALL volunteered to stay behind while MCCARTHY brought the men
in one by one. At this point HALL was forced to stand in the slush and
also wait to be rescued. There was no way to find the men once
McCARTHY left the scene, so HALL used hand-held flares to guide
him on his subsequent trips.

In total McCARTHY made four trips to the sunken snowmabiles, with
HALL being the last man brought in. Due to the rising tide, by this time
the skidoos were completely submerged in water. By the end of the
fourth trip the hovercraft was so laden with ice that it could not travel
any further and had to be towed back to the SAR building with skidoos.

If McCARTHY had needed to make five trips, or if he hadn't located the
men on the second pass, the whole incident would have turned out quite
differently. Blizzard conditions and the proximity to open water and
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deep slush on the night of the rescue placed the rescuers' lives in
jeopardy. The water in the channel has a very strong current and could
have easily capsized the small hovercraft had they ventured out 15 feet
further. Regardless of this, both HALL and McCARTHY proceeded
with rescue attempts, never once stopping to consider the obvious
concerns for their own safety.

Peter HALL stood in the freezing slush for approximately forty minutes
while the other men were rescued. Due to the strong winds and blowing
snow there was no certainty that McCCARTHY would be able to find
him again. Small pans of ice were constantly floating past the sunken
snowmobiles. Any one of these could have swept HALL off the
machine and into the deep slush or open water.

Pat McCCARTHY continued with rescue attempts despite the fact that
the hovercraft was icing up more and more with each subsequent trip.
McCARTHY never knew at what point the hovercraft would cease to
function altogether, placing his own life in jeopardy.

The bravery displayed by both Pat MCCARTHY and Peter HALL no
doubt saved the lives of the three missing and stranded men.
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I now invite Assistant Commissioner Lynch to make these
presentations.

(CO comes forward to make thesgentations)
Patrick MCCARTHY

Is officially commended for the bravery he displayed on the night of
February 7™, 2004, at Stephenville Crossing, Newfoundland, when, at
considerable risk to his own life, he participated in the rescue of three
men stranded on slush and ice near open water in the bay during
blizzard conditions.

Sir, Mr. M cCarthy:
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Peter HALL

is officially commended for the bravery he displayed on the night of
February 7™, 2004, at Stephenville Crossing, Newfoundland, when, at
considerable risk to his own life, he participated in the rescue of three
men stranded on slush and ice near open water in the bay during
blizzard conditions.

Sir, M r. Hall:
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The final portion of our ceremony will be the presentation of a
Certificate of Service.

Cpl. C. F. Spencer

Cpl. Spencer is originally from Channel-Port aux Basques,
Newfoundland, and joined the Force on January 31*, 1978. Upon
completing Basic Recruit Training he was posted to Dauphin,
Manitoba. In 1982 he transferred to the province of Newfoundland and
Labrador, where he has served at a variety of locations. Cpl. Spencer
retired in 2003, with his last posting being Barachois Brook, Bay St.
George District.

He is being presented with a Certificate of Service at this time to mark
his retirement from the RCMP on November 30, 2003, and also with a
certificate from the Prime Minister of Canada, which states, On the
occasion of your retirement, | wish to thank you on behalf of the
Government and people of Canada for 25 years of loyal service and to
extend to you our best wishes .

Sir, Cpl. Spencer:
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This concludes our presentations today.

At this time | would like to invite Assistant Commissioner Lynch to say
a few words.

(CO s closing remarks)
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Sir,

On behalf of all members, employees and guests present, | would like to
thank you for taking the time to make these presentations. To receive
awards and medals as presented here today represents a significant
achievement and an important milestone in our careers.

Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the formal portion of today s
ceremony.

It has been both an honour and a pleasure for me to contribute to this
occasion, and | would like to thank all of you for attending.

(NOTE: You may want to include something regarding refreshments or
group photo if applicable, i.e.: | invite you to stay and enjoy some
light refre shmentsat . I would ask all award
recipients to remain here for a few moments for a group
photograph.)

Ladies and gentlemen, would you please rise with me for the playing of
the Ode to Newfoundland.



